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The Story

| t 6 s 11940, land ha soldiers of the 2nd battalion of the 40th infantry regiment have started to arm the batt
stations. The Wehrmacht is marching on Dutch soil and the Luftwaffe is bombing strategic targets. Yet, they
stationed on the coast of the Zeel&tahders, far away from where the fighting is taking place. Orddamans

Si mons, c¢cycling up and down the dunes, enters a ne
and performs menial tasks while the war is raging elsevthereoumntry.

As the days pass and the situation develops, soldiers open up in conversations that might not have taken pla
easily before. Conversations about purpose in the universe, free will, and God become more common. Jan is
outspoken about $ifaith: a convinced Christian, he believes that God is in control of everything and has an etern
plan.

Days pass and the tension ramps up. The advance of the Wehrmacht is unstoppable. Most officers leave. Rum
Is that the Germans will be arriving sdsithe nearby town of Middelburg is bombed, and the fire is visible from
the distance, Jan fears for his life for the first time. He decides to desert his post and go into hiding. But will he t
able to live up to his own convictions?




Director s Statement

At the outbreak of WW2, my grgaandfather, drafted into the Dutch Army, was stationed on the coast of Zeeland
in the Netherlands. He recollected his experiences of those cruriamappublished literary memoir. Although

he passed away before | was born, | got the chance to know him through his writing. His vivid descriptions
wartime experience touched me deeply: they gave me an insight into the heart and mind ofraarovdwoary
found himself involved in this extraordinary event.

By adapting part of his book as a short film, | was interested in exploring what must have been going on in the m
of a simple soldier then. How does it feel to experiencecharlding eves from a remote and powerless position?
How is it possible to find a sense of purpose during such a conflict?

As it emerged clearly from his writing, my@eatan df at her 6 s under standing of
by his Christian faithhehad confidence in a higher plan determined by God's will. The film focuses on how hard
It 1s to |Ilive by oneds own beliefs when everythin
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